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world and were mainly responsible for the superiority of high
class British goods. A son often succeedsi to his father's place
in the mill and the skill of the Lancashire operative may well
be said to be hereditary, (c) In the specialization of func-
tions of component units for a full technical development of
the industry to obtain maximum advantage of large-scale pro-
duction the Lancashire industry has gone very far. Spinning
and weaving have been separated from one another and are
generally carried on in different centres. As further special-
ization, different mills in different centres devote themselves
to the production of different ranges of counts. The northern
towns of Burnley, Blackburn, Preston, etc. take the lead in
cotton weaving, while Oldham and Bolton are most noted for
cotton spinning mills, the former being engaged chiefly in the
production of medium yarns, the latter of the higher counts.
The city of Manchester itself has now ceased to be so strictly
a manufacturing city and has become sale and storage depot
for the products of the surrounding towns.
But at Bombay beyond the development of storage, load-
ing and unloading facilities, no other important development
worth the name, not even the starting of subsidiary industries,
took place. With respect to technical specialization of the
component units, up to the year 1900 the spinning side as op-
posed to the weaving section appeared to be making a rapid
progress, but later on both the functions came to be performed
under one and the same shed. And, moreover, the different
units did not specialize in any particular range of counts.
Thus the cumulative forces which tend to reduce the cost
of production and favour concentration did not develop at
Bombay to any appreciable extent. But on the contrary,
deglomerating tendencies which act against local concentra-
tion came into full play, (a) Bombay being an island, the
area available for sites for the ever increasing number of mills
and factories was naturally limited and, therefore, land values
and rents rose very high and the problems of housing labour
became very acute, (b) The narrow coastal strip adjoining
Bombay island being separated from the mainland by the
Western Ghats, the supplies of certain articles like milk, vege-
tables, and other articles of food became scarce and conse-
quently the cost of living began to rise, (c) The provincial